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PRIORITY ACKNOWLEDGMENT 



1 . Receipt is acknowledged of priority p^ers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19. The papers have been placed 
of record in the file. 

□ 2. Applicant's claim for priority, based on papers filed in parent Application Number 

submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19, is acknowledged. 

Q 3. The priority papers, submitted , after payment of the issue fee are 

□ acknowledged 

While the priority claim or certified copy filed will be placed in the file record, neither will be 
reviewed and the patent when published will not include the priority claim. 
See 37 CFR 1.55(a)(2). 

□ not acknowledged since the processing fee in 37 CFR 1,1 7(i) has not been received. 

rn 4. For utility and plant applications filed on or after November 29, 2000, the priority claim is not entered 
because the claim was not presented within the time limit required bv 37 CFR 1 ,55(a)(l). A petition to 
accept a delayed claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a) - (d) or (f), or 365(a) may be filed. See 37 CFR 
1.55(c) and MPEP 201.14(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Amendment filed on 09/30/04 is acknowledged Claims 1, 4-6, 8-14 and 16-22 are 
pending in the application. Claims 17-22 are withdrawn from the consideration. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Robert Goozner on 11/29/04, 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim^, hne 9: replace [container means] with — containers — ; 

In claim I'h replace [each container] with — said plurality of containers — ; 

Cancel claims 17-22. 

2. Claims 1, 4-6, 8-14 and 16 are allowed. The new numbering of claims is 1 through 18. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art cited by the 
examiner and the prior art cited by the Applicants, in particular Deal et al. (WO 98/51393) 
disclosing "separation of a two phase mixture by fireezing" comprising inserting a conducive pin 
into a solution, does not teach or fairly suggest the apparatus recited in claim 1. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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